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Pmtntype Schools:
West Hialeah
Elementary School

Miami-Dade County

Public Schools
Hialeah Gardens, FL

hie gn:l!l al the "]lnmdﬂ'-r :q.gr'.lr.1'|' 1 o achieve
TJ high performance sclsood that delivers

||1r;|nu|g'|’:||. civic presence, n.'.-.i'h:-uds well
b varying site conditions, and creates an inviting
pducational enviminment for impressionalde voung
mmiifels. This architechwral response imvalves a collec
tion of “profo-parts,” creating a vitlage-scabe campus
organized anound a central "Mainstreet” pedestrian
erivisoiment. The library, an foonic expression of 1i%-
long learnimg, is Bocated o the second [boor direcily
iwer the entry breezeway, and i 2 key clement in the
camposition of ihe schiols main entrance. School
admindstration affces ane located divectly aff the
breezeway 1o maximise visual control over those e
Lering and ex iI.iIIH the campus; The nterior design ol
the “cafetarium” accommoslates mol enly the school's
i rach activiey, but also the special acousiic and lghl-

ing requiremenis af o 400-seal perfarmance venue for
staged productions, musical events, and poblic ad-
dress, The anchitectifal vicabulapy for the campis is
basedd an a “rilt-wall model” This constirsction maodel
r'q.;anixﬁ a s¥sbem al abstract, el coherent, visual
relationships expressed through the use elasym-
metric geodmetric planar wall dements. Technigques
for achbeving stodent-oriented scale and proportion
for the school nclude the use of wall plane articula
tion, fenestration, and the controlled wse of bold
enlor: Sustainable dessgn strutegics were derived from
the Californin High Performance Schsols {CHPS)
indtiative apd the national Leadership in Energy and
Environmental [esign program (LEED),
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